
All Are Welcome 
 

No matter what your present status 
in the Catholic church,  

 

No matter what your current fam-
ily or marital situation,  

 

No matter what your past or pre-
sent religious affiliation,  

 

No matter what your personal his-
tory, age, background, race or col-
or,  

 

No matter what your self-image or 
esteem,  

 

You are invited, welcomed, accept-
ed, loved and respected at SS. 
John and Paul Parish. 

SS. John and Paul Parish 
 
 

7777 28 Mile Rd 
Washington, Michigan 48094 
 

Phone: 586-781-9010 
Fax: 586-781-7061 
Website: www.ssjohnandpaul.org 
 

Office Hours: 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Thursday and Friday 
 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Saturday:  1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  9: 00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 

Mass Schedule:  
 Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
 

Weekdays: 
 Monday:  7:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. 

 

Rite of Reconciliation: 
 Saturdays: 4:00 p.m. 

Twenty ï Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
In the Old Testament God chose Abram and Abramôs descendants, bringing them into a 
covenant relationship that made Israel to be Godôs chosen people. In the New Testa-
ment we find the idea of election (John 15:16; 17:16; Ephesians 1:4; 2:10;2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:13) which suggests that God has chosen certain people for salvation, but all have 
been invited, but few have responded. 
 

First reading ï Isaiah 25:6-10a 
Isaiah tells us that the reign of God over his re-created world is to be ushered in with a 
feast, a coronation festival. It is for everyone because the covenant of mercy is all-
inclusive. With an amazing leap of faith, the poet transcends all national bounds and 
sees the nations of the earth ñbound by gold chains about the feet of God.ò  
 

Second reading ï Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Paul tells the people that they learn to be content in all circumstances. He assures them 
that God will supply whatever they need through the grace of His son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel ï Matthew 22:1-14 
We read in these verses that Godôs invitation goes out to everyone, however, not every-
one will respond to the invitation. We all have the power to refuse God, but none of us 
are excluded from Godôs love unless we intentionally refuse it.  
This lesson includes a pair of parables (Mt 221-10 and 11-14). They are often treated as 
a single parable because the setting for both is a wedding banquet,; they make two relat-
ed but somewhat different points. Both are allegories which are stories in which the var-
ious elements have a symbolic or hidden meaning. Allegories are intended to make a 
point, and we will profit by focusing on the intended meaning rather than trying to find 
significance in every single word or line. 
ñJesus answered and spoke again in parables to themò (Mt 22:1). The ñthemò to whom 
this parable is addressed are the chief priests and Pharisees. There are a number of par-
allels in these parables and the Parable of the Wicked Tenants which we read from last 
weekôs gospel. In the parables we find the (landowner/God-king) who provides some-
thing wonderful (vineyard/banquet feast) and then sends the slaves (prophets/
evangelists). The landowner/king then punishes the original beneficiaries and transfers 
the benefit to other. The landownerôs/kingôs son is involved in both parables but in 
some different ways. 
This is the story of salvation history in which God sent the prophets and others out with 
the Good News of the Kingdom, which some rejected and others accepted. Lukeôs ver-
sion of the story (Luke 14:15-24) has none of the violence of Matthewôs version. In 
Lukeôs version the invited guests simply make excuses why they are unable to attend 
the banquet.  
Throughout scripture we find God calling particular people for particular missions. ñFor 
many are called, but few are chosen. Notice the rhyme between called and chosen that is 
lost in the translation. The reference is that many have been called but few have re-

sponded to the call. We should not take the word ñfewò to mean that heaven will be 
sparsely populated. This parable has to do with accountability not numbers. It is intend-
ed not to frighten us, but to encourage us to take the call of discipleship seriously.  

Blessings!  Fr. Festus Ejimadu 
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Sunday, October 15: 
 

*8:00 a.m. Mass 
*9:30 a.m. Mass with CLW 
*11:30 a.m. Mass with CLW 
*6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. GRACE Monthly 
 

Monday, October 16: 
 

*9:30 - 11:30 a.m. SSJP Walkers 
*11:30 a.m. Senior Cards 
*6:30 p.m. Rosary 
*7:00 p.m. Mass  
*7:45 p.m. Adult Bells 
 

Tuesday, October 17: 
 

*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help 
*6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. GRACE Monthly 
 

Wednesday, October 18: 
 

*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*9:30-11:30 a.m. SSJP Walkers 
*1:00 p.m. Parenting Group 
*7:00 p.m. SVDP Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 19: 
 

*9:30 a.m. SVDP Thrift Store 
*1:30 p.m. Mats for the Homeless 
*6:00 p.m. PGC Workshop 
*7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 
 

Friday, October 20: 
 

*9:30 a.m. ESL 
*9:30 - 11:30 a.m. SSJP Walkers 
*6:30 p.m. Fall Social 
 

Saturday, October 21: 
 

*4:00 p.m. Confession 
*5:00 p.m. Mass  
*6:00 p.m. Sacristan Training 
 
 

         *********** 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
 

Mon. - Wed:  9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Friday:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday:  9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

PARISH EVENTS  PARISH INFORMATION 

Peggy DeVos 
Linda Andrews 
Sandy Pusdesris 

Bob Agius 
Mary Agius 
Thelma Stevens 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
This weekôs sponsor is Village 
Barn Carpets.  See their full ad 
on the back of the bulletin.  Please 
remember to patronize all of our 
sponsors because they make this 
bulletin possible! 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

Bus Ride To Ford 
Field 
 

The Knights of Columbus have gotten 
us bus service for 47 people to Ford 
Field for Solanus Caseyôs Beatifica-
tion Mass.  Cost will be $10 per per-
son.  Bus will pick up and drop off at 
St. Clements of Rome in Romeo. 
Here is how we will take reservations: 
 

¶ Beginning Tuesday, October 10 at 
9:00 a.m. we will take reservations 
on a first come/first serve basis, call 
the office or come in  
¶ You can only reserve for up to 4 
people 
¶ You MUST have tickets  
 

Make checks payable to Knights of 
Columbus Council 16630. 

Protecting Godôs childrenôs Workshop 
Thursday, October 19 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Light Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
 

This Thursday, October 19, 2017 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
weôre hosting a Protecting Godôs Children Workshop (PGC).  This workshop 
focuses on creating safe environments for children by preventing the opportunity 
for sexual abuse to occur.  This evening will include videos and discussion, 
along with a light meal starting at 5:30 p.m.. All parish volunteers are asked to 
attend this workshop within six months of volunteering and complete a back-
ground check.  To register, please go to: www.virtus.org, click on 1st Time Reg-
istrant (left side of screen), Begin Registration Process.  By attending this work-
shop, we can ensure a safer environment for the children and youth of our com-
munity  

Give Online 
 

With the advent of technology, we 
have moved to a web based offertory 
program which allows users to man-
age their giving electronically.  The 
program is called Online Giving and 
is very easy to do-just create an ac-
count and then select a date for the 
gift to be processed.  Offertory dona-
tions can be scheduled daily, weekly, 
or monthly and options to donate for 
St. Vincent de Paul, holy days, tui-
tion, or one time CSA gifts are also 
available.  Online giving has two im-
mediate benefits for the parish: it re-
duces bi-monthly envelope mailing 
costs since online givers do not re-
ceive envelopes and consistent giving 
helps the annual budget.  Check out 
the website at 
www.ssjohnandpaul.org , supporting 
the parish or the parish app and click 
on the online giving button for further 
details.   Please consider using this 
safe, secure and self- managed giving 
option as a way to support the parish.  

All Souls Day Mass for the 
Remembrance of the  
Deceased 
Thursday, November 2  
At 7:00 p.m. 
 

Along with reading a list of names of 
the deceased who were buried from 
our parish this past year, as well as 
parishionersô loved ones who have 
died in the past year, we would like to 
be able to show photos on the screen 
in the church before Mass.  Please 
email the photo to Bridget at  
btheodoroff@ssjohnandpaul  
or bring in a photo for us to scan.  
Included with your photo please pro-
vide the full name of the deceased, as 
well as their date of birth and date of 
death.  A light reception will be held 
immediately following Mass in the 
large social hall. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

G.R.A.C.E  
 

Menôs Prayer Group 
 

Join us every Second and Fourth  
Saturday of the month at 8:00 a.m. 
In the Formation Wing. 
 
 

 
Womenôs Scripture  
Reflection Group 
 

Join us every Second and Fourth 
Thursday of the month from  
9:30-11:00 a.m. 
in the Formation Wing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Growing and Responding  
As Catholics Everyday 

 
 

Our parish faith formation is titled 

ñG.R.A.C.E.ò 
Growing and Responding As Catholics 
Everyday.  It encompasses faith  
formation for all ages and includes  

three components:   
 

Monthly Sessions, Age-Specific  
Sessions and Sacramental Preparation 

 
 

G.R.A.C.E.  
Monthly 

For: Adults, Senior Citizens, Married 
without children, Single Adults,  

and Families 
Next Session: 
October 15, 17 

 
 

G.R.A.C.E.  
Age-Specific Sessions 

 
 

Grades 1-6  
October 23, 24  

 
 
 

Grades 7-8 
November 4 

 
 
 

Grades 9-12 
October 22 

 
 
 

Adult 
Includes: Book Reviews,  

Movie Reviews, Letôs Talk Sessions  
and Wisdom Bytes. 

 

Session days and times vary 
 
 

G.R.A.C.E.  
Early Childhood  
Sunday Program 

Held during the 9:30 a.m. Mass  
(for late 4 and 5 year olds) 
October through Pentecost 

 
 

G.R.A.C.E.  
Childrenôs Liturgy  
Of The Word 

During 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Masses 
(for Grades 1 on up) 

October through Pentecost 

October Rosary 
Throughout the month of October we 
will be praying for various intentions 
in connection with  Respect Life 
Month.  May the Holy Spirit open 
our eyes to see the dignity and worth 
of every human life. 
 

October 16:  Sorrowful Mysteries 
Prayer Intention:  For reform of the 
immigration system to include fair 
legalization and work programs. 
October 23: Joyful Mysteries 
Prayer Intention:  For all nations to 
avoid war and promote peace. 
October 30: Luminous Mysteries 
Prayer Intention:  For all who live in 
poverty, that they have access to a 
quality education and jobs for all 
who can work.  
 

Closing Prayer (each week) 
Gracious God, author of all life, you 
have made us in your image.  Grant 
us strength as we work to uphold the 
dignity of each human being.  Give 
us hearts like Jesus so that we can 
welcome the stranger, care for the 
poor, and share our resources with 
our   brothers and sisters.  We pray 
this in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

Congratulations To: 
 

Mya Carole Ann MacGregor 
 

Baptized Saturday, October 14 at the 
5:00 p.m. Mass. 
 

Sophia Marie Beninati 
Simon Steven Golpe 
Daniel Egidio Rea 
Ethan James Swajanen 
 

Baptized Sunday, October 15 at the 
9:30 a.m. Mass 

Womenôs Fall Retreat 
Sunday, October 29 
2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Capuchin Retreat Center 
62420 Mt. Vernon, Washington Twp 
 
Theme:  Aware, Alert, Awake!:                                
Becoming more attentive to Godôs presence in our lives 
 
Please join us! Cost is $30 but scholarships are available.  Call 586-781-9010 or 
e-mail Bridget or Kathryn with any questions/concerns 
 
 

Womenôs Retreat Registration 
Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________________________________ 

Do you want to join a carpool? 

  __Y   __N 

Are you willing to drive others to the retreat house? 

  _Y  _N 
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GRACE FAITH FORMATION 

2017 Fall Confirmation Candidates 
Confirmation Retreat 
The Confirmation Retreat will be here at SSJP 
on Saturday, November 11 from 12:15-6:00 
p.m.  All candidates will attend reconciliation and 5:00 
p.m. Mass.  All Candidates MUST attend this retreat.  
Please make sure your teen has a good lunch before ar-
riving.  Questions or concerns please call Mrs. Peters at 
586-781-9488. 

¶ Confirmation Sponsor/Candidate Cards (3, 4 & 5) are 
due on or before November 15.  All Confirmation Can-
didate Names are due and their service reelection 
sheets are also due on or before November 15.   

¶ Sponsor letters are due to Mrs. Peters on or before No-
vember 15.   

¶ Please call Mrs. Peters to set up your final confirmation 
interview at 586-781-9488.   

 

7th-8th Grade   

Thank You , Thank You, Thank You 
To all the wonderful adults and teens that helped make 
the G.R.A.C.E. 7th & 8th grade Age Specific Session 
on ñWorking for Justice ñ a HUGE SUCCESS.  We 
had 6 adults, 2 high school teens and 22 8th graders go 
to Gleaners Food Bank in Warren, MI and pack food in 
the morning while the 7th graders stayed here and un-
packed the chapter from their Catholic Connection 
Handbook.  All teens were treated to pizza and then 7 
adults, 2 high school teens, and 13 7th graders went to 
Gleaners to pack food while the 8th graders talked over 
what they did at Gleaners and why they did it which 
went along with the chapter in the Catholic Connection 
Handbook.  It was a great session.  What a great thing a 
few helping hands can do for the good of others.  
I truly canôt thank my adults and high school teens that 
helped with facilitating these session.  It is a very long 
day and they did a terrific job.  I truly canôt do these 
type of events without the wonderful help of my volun-
teers.  Once again Thank you!! 
 

9-12 Graders: 
Please bring a friend and join us on  
Sunday, October 22 for our next youth 
group meeting. Meeting will run from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
 

Youth Mass 
A Youth Mass will be held here at SSJP on Sunday, 
November 19 at 11:30 a.m.  We will need Teen lec-
tors, communion ministers, greeters, altar servers, ush-
ers, and cantors for this Mass.  This is a perfect way to 
ñtryò a ministry.  There will be wonderful adults that 
will work with you before this Mass to make sure you 
are well prepared.  Please contact Mrs. Peters and sign 
up for a ministry by e-mail kpeters@ssjohnandpaul.org. 
or by 586-781-9488. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary TimŜ 

Questions: 
This First Reading is often used in our funeral liturgies. In 
what ways is this vision from Isaiah uplifting for the griev-
ing? For each of us?  
 

Paul is expressing the depth of his gratitude for the financial 
support of his ministry from the people in Philippi. He af-
firms that he can face hardship, but also says thank you. Such 
trusting acceptance of both hardship and prosperity would 
seem to be rare in most people, but a wonderful characteristic 
in a disciple. How might one cultivate such an attitude? 
 

There was no greater affront to hospitality in the time of Je-
sus than to refuse an invitation to a feast. It was profoundly 
insulting. Here we see two parables intertwined. What mean-
ing do you draw from them? 
 
Activities:  
If you were to imagine the fullness of the divine life as a 
great banquet, what would it be like? Indulge your imagina-
tion, and describe this event in detail in your spiritual jour-
naling. 
 

Turn to your Bible and read verses 15ï18 of the fourth chap-
ter of the Letter to the Philippians to experience the magni-
tude of this communityôs generosity to Paul. What things 
might you infer about Paulôs relationship with this communi-
ty? 
 

Pop some popcorn and watch the movie Babetteôs Feast this 
week. What insights about feasting does it offer you? 

CYO Basketball 
At St. Clement of Rome, Bobcats 2017-2018  
 
 

All 5th and 6th grade boys and girls enrolled in our 
G.R.A.C.E. program are invited to play on a St. Clement of 
Rome CYO basketball team. 
 

Team formation will be held in St. Clement gymnasium on 
the following dates and times: 
 

Girls:  6:30 -7:30 p.m. 
  Wednesday, November 1  
  Thursday, November 2  
 

Boys:  7:30-9:00 p.m. 
  Wednesday, November 1 
  Thursday, November 2 
 

Every child will be placed on a team based upon a combina-
tion of his/her grade and skill level.  Teams will practice 
twice a week before and during the season.  Games will be 
played on Saturdays and Sundays December - February.  
The cost is $110 per player.   
 

For additional information please email: Bob Bova at  
robertbova@sbcglobal.net or Adam Pfeil at ad-
am.pfeil@gmail.com 
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G.R.A.C.E. FAITH FORMATION 

Preparation for the  
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation  

 

Parent / Child Session #2  
Wednesday, October 25  

at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliation Retreat 
Saturday, November 11 

Growing and Responding As Catholics Everyday 
 

G.R.A.C.E. Monthly 
 
 

ðNext Sessionð 
 

October 15 and 17 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 

 

Catechetical Area: Social Justice 
Theme:   Do Catholicism and Activism go together? 

 

Menu: Pizza 
 
 

Visit our website at:  www.ssjohnandpaul.org 

Blessing of Pets 
We had a beautiful day for our Blessing of Pets in honor of St. Francis.  
Thank you to everyone who come out with their pets to  participate. 

G.R.A.C.E.  
Age-Specific Grades 1-6 

 

Parents please remember to work with 
your children at home on prayers and 
also go over the lesson preparation 

sheets prior to class.  
If you have any questions please call 

the formation office. 
 

SSJP Library Corneré 
 

The Francis Effect on DVD 
The Pope Is Extraordinary in His  Or-
dinariness 
 

Among the selection of videos and DVDs 
in our parish library is a delightful pro-
gram, The Francis Effect. It takes a can-
did look at the 266th pope of our Catholic 
Church. Jorge Mario Bergoglio, the for-
mer archbishop of Buenos Aires, became 
Pope Francis in 2013. The Francis Effect 
shows how one man has quickly changed 
the face of Catholicism at a moment 
when no one really expected it. 
The first Latin American pope, the first 
Jesuit, and the first to take the name of a 
beloved saint of the poor, Francis is shak-
ing up a church that had been mired in 
scandal and demoralized by devastating 
headlines. From his first appearance on 
the balcony of St. Peterôs Basilica dressed 
in humble white, Pope Francis won the 
hearts of the people. He is a simple man 
that speaks to and for everyday people.  
With characteristic humility, simplicity 
and closeness to the poor, Pope Francis 
has initiated reform of the Vaticanôs gov-
ernment, challenged a óglobalization of 
indifferenceô and become the most talked 
about person in the world. Pope Francis 
is extraordinary in his ordinariness. He 
studies, reflects and makes decisions. The 
pope is comfortable in his own actions. 
The program also details how Pope Fran-
cis washed the feet of 12 individuals on 
Holy Thursday, just weeks after being 
elected. Unlike and of his predecessors, 
he chose 12 prisoners, women and Mus-
lims. The pope also has spoken out on the 
crisis of refugees, on women in the 
church and the gay community. The pope 
chooses to live in the Vatican guesthouse, 
not on high in the lavish papal apartment. 
It is there in the apartment that he cele-
brates daily mass among the people, and 
his homilies are published daily for all to 
hear. 
Pope Francis has become an unlikely 
global star whose image has graced the 
covers of Rolling Stone, The New York-
er, Time, and more. His interviews are 
more numerous than any previous pope 
and are not filtered thru the Curia. In 
dealing with the media, Pope Francis re-
ally is evangelizing. He speaks plainly, 
often and without warning. The Pope 
speaks directly to the people in the pews.  


